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Issue no. 8 

Nov 2011 

A Word from Mark: Finishing Well    

        
Christmas is fast approaching and the curtain will soon come down on 

2011.  Perhaps that is a scary thought, realising that there is still so 

much to do in so little time.  Can I encourage you with one key 

thought before you allow the „silly season‟ to totally ambush your life. 

 

Finish Well: my hockey coach constantly reminded me to play the 

game right out and give my absolute best for the entirety of the 

contest.  My athletics coach told me to run hard right through to the 

finishing line and not to slow down upon my approach.  I encourage 

you to do likewise in your respective leadership roles.  There are still 

things to accomplish, lives to be changed, people to care for, messages to deliver and events to plan.   

The stronger you finish the more likely you will lead with 

impact right through until the end of the year.  Rather than 

limping to the line, let‟s uphold our leadership commitments 

and give God our best as we serve those he has put in our 

charge.  Let‟s not forget that January is coming, providing time 

to rest, and recharge your leadership batteries for 2012.  Thank 

you for your faithful service in 2011!  You are so valuable to 

Clovie and don‟t forget to look back and celebrate all that God 

has accomplished through you over this past year.   
 

 

Newcomers - they don’t bite!!! 
 

Over the last 6 months we have had an increasing number of 

visitors/newcomers to Clovercrest.  Each week we are giving out a 

number of „Blue Bags‟ in our services and attendances at our 

Welcome lounge and Welcome lunches are evidence of this renewed 

trend.  Guess what? They don‟t bite!  As leaders can I encourage you 

to be on the lookout for newcomers.  Invite them in to your 

conversations and embrace them into appropriate life groups and ministries.  Newcomers are 

looking for familiarity and security among other things and we all have a role to play.  Together 

we can make their experience a positive one and help them transition smoothly into church life.  

People are visiting for a variety of reasons and all come with different stories.  It is also wonderful 

to see some multi cultural growth in our church.  There is plenty of space in the Kingdom for more 

followers of Christ and there is plenty of space in our church for new friends. 
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Monday Nov 21 ‘Prayer Lift’ @ Clovie 7.30pm 

Sunday Nov 27 ‘Special Church meeting’ @ Clovie 10.45am or 7.15pm 

Sunday Dec 4 ‘Cafe Church’ Real Life Stories @ Clovie 6pm 

Monday Dec 5 & 19 ‘Prayer Lift‟ @ Clovie 7.30pm 

Wed Dec 15 ‘Special Church meeting’ @ Clovie 7.30pm  

Sunday Dec 18 ‘Christmas Carnival & Carols’ @ Clovie 5.30pm&7.45pm  

2012 
Saturday Feb 4

th
 ‘Leadership Lift’ @ Clovie 9am-12.30pm 

Biblical Gem: Proverbs 15:1 
 
“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” 

 

 

 

Leadership Gem: 
“Never ignore a gut feeling, but never believe that it‟s enough”   

Robert Heller 

 

 

Top Time Management Tip: ‘Factor 

more time’ 
Most things take longer than you expect. Always plan for „Murphy 

Time‟....when deciding how long something will take, add 15 minutes-

just in case. 
 

Things to Ponder: 

 In 10 minutes, a hurricane releases more energy than all of the 

world‟s nuclear weapons combined. 

 The electric chair was invented by a dentist. 

Signing Off:  

Trust you enjoyed the recent Baptist 4D Conference. There was a lot of value adding sessions and 

wasn‟t it great to huddle with 500 Baptist leaders from across our great state.  Please note the 

upcoming dates above and it is vital we have a strong representation of leaders at our special church 

meetings to discuss proposed building plans (Nov 27 and Dec 15).  

 

See you soon.                 Mark Purser 


